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Chief Coiner’s Department 
May 23, 1871 


Hon. James Pollock 
Director, U.S. Mint 


Dear Sir 

I find that the Double eagle forwarded by the Secretary of the Treasury for examination weighs 
507-7/8 grains, which is 8-1/8 grains below standard weight, equivalent to about 31-1/2 cents [loss]. 

I am satisfied that the loss in weight was not occasioned by abrasion from circulation, but from 
unlawful manipulation. My own conviction is that the piece was placed in a lathe (by use of wax) and a 
small quantity of the precious metal taken off what we call the false border — that is , the space between the 
letters and the edge of the coin. If the loss in weight had been occasioned by ordinary use, it would have 
been uniform from all portions of the pieces. This is not the case — part of the work is scarcely touched at all, 
whilst the edges of the piece present the appearance of having just come out of the collar the diameter being 
in no way reduced. 

If the false border had not been reduced by a tool, the edge of the coin would have nee a little 
rounded by use. The piece was coined at the branch Mint at San Francisco. A uniform loss of 8 and one- 
eights grains (8-1/8 grains) on Double Eagles received by the government, would entail a loss in precious 
metal equivalent to about fifteen thousand, seven hundred and fifty dollars ($15,750) on every million 
received. 


I have the honor to remain 
Your obedient servant, 

A. Loudoun Snowden 
Chief Coiner 


